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Credits roll at Cinequest
Festival presents event’s fi nal fi lm, awards
Spartan Daily
S.J. colleges
may ban
blood drives
SJSU update: Kassing met 
with FDA to talk policy
A board meeting will be held at 
San Jose City College on Tuesday to 
direct its chancellor to suspend blood 
drives on campus.
If the recommendation is ap-
proved, San Jose City and Evergreen 
community colleges will be the fi rst 
higher-education institutions to ban 
blood drives on campus since SJSU’s 
decision on Jan. 29.
The colleges’ district govern-
ing board plans to recommend to its 
chancellor, Rosa Perez, “to suspend 
blood drives at the campuses as the 
(Food and Drug Administration) pol-
icy of a lifetime prohibition of dona-
tions by gay men violates our district 
discrimination policies,” according 
to Tuesday’s meeting agenda.
SJSU president Don Kassing de-
cided to suspend blood drives be-
cause the FDA’s policy confl icted 
with San Jose State’s nondiscrimina-
tion policy.  
Perez wasn’t available for a tele-
phone interview Monday afternoon.
The chancellor’s offi ce, however, 
said open session of the meeting would 
be at 7 p.m. at San Jose City College’s 
Tech Building in Room T415.
SJSU president and the FDA
   In another development, Kassing 
and associate vice president Larry 
Carr met with offi cials from the FDA 
in Washington, D.C., last week to dis-
cuss the FDA’s blood donor policy. 
Carr said he left the meeting, 
“perhaps a little disappointed and a 
little frustrated.” Though, he added, 
“I don’t think I had high expectations 
going into that.”
He said FDA offi cials emphasized 
that the agency was a mechanism 
of regulation, not research, and that 
current medical science justifi es its 
protocols.
Carr said the FDA doesn’t believe 
it is its responsibility to look for new 
science or technology  — the research 
is left to a private market. 
The FDA’s policy is in place to 
protect the safety of the blood sup-
ply, said Karen Riley of the FDA’s 
Center for Biologics Evaluation and 
Research. 
Riley said additional scientifi c data 
would be needed to change the cur-
rent policy, but right now there hasn’t 
been any new scientifi c information 
presented for the FDA to review.
Carr said he believed the FDA 
doesn’t have any plans to change the 
policy.
Riley said she understands there 
are tests available that can check 
blood for diseases, however, “there’s 
a very small chance a test could fail 
and not detect a disease in the blood 
supply,” she said.
The FDA’s policy is not intended 
to discriminate against any specifi c 
groups of people; its purpose is to 
protect the blood supply, Riley said.
“The FDA’s policy, whether backed 
by science or not, is in confl ict with our 
nondiscriminatory policy,” Carr said. 
“The publicity this has received raised 
awareness about the issue,” Carr said, 
“and probably raised issues about the 
nation’s blood supply.”
OPEN SESSION 
TUESDAY, MARCH 11
• WHERE: San Jose City 
  College, 600 S. Bascom 
  Ave., Tech Buiding,
  Room T415
• WHEN: 7 p.m.
By JESSE KIMBREL
Staff  Writer
An audience that nearly fi lled 
the California Theatre on Sunday 
for the Cinequest Closing Night 
Screening and Gala sat hushed as 
the microphone and amplifi cation 
system refused to cooperate with 
the speakers and technicians.
After a few minutes, the sec-
ond microphone clicked into place, 
and Cinequest Executive Director 
and co-founder Halfdan Hussey’s 
voice boomed out a welcome to 
the audience.
Cinequest Public Relations Di-
rector Jens Michael Hussey, who 
had just wrapped up his fi nal Cine-
quest, gave a goodbye speech and 
accepted his parting gift.
“It’s nice to get a prize for quit-
ting,” he said.
Hussey, who said he has worked 
through nine of the fi lm festivals, 
said the best part has been getting to 
know his co-workers, six of whom 
have become his best friends.
“I’m walking out on the best 
one ever,” Hussey said of the 2008 
festival.
A woman yelled “18 years” 
from one side of the audience, and 
Hussey said she must be Virginia, 
who has never missed any of the 
18 opening nights of the Cinequest 
Film Festival.
After his speech, Hussey invited 
all of the fi lmmakers present onto 
the stage. 
Filmmakers of all ages, shapes, 
genders and varying levels of Bo-
hemian appearance fl ooded the 
stage, some chatting, some fi dg-
eting and some clapping with the 
audience.
The event’s highest award, the 
Maverick Spirit Award, went to Di-
rector Alan Brown’s “Superheroes.”
Several of the winners were still 
being calculated, Hussey said, be-
cause of the complicated equation 
that takes into account box-offi ce 
and audience size per movie.  For 
these cases, lists of the runners-up 
were reported.
After the awards were an-
nounced, the audience settled 
By ANGELO LANHAM
Staff   Writer
Radio, television and fi lm majors (from right) Chris Egusa, John LaRosa, Matt Falkenthal and 
Chris Faulkner listened to the Q-and-A format segment after the test screening of “All About 
Dad,” a fi lm crewed by SJSU students and alumni.
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Former
professor
is dead
at 78
Joe Swan, former SJSU photo-
journalism professor, died Sunday at 
9:30 p.m. of renal failure.
He was 78 years old.
“He was a great person,” said Swan’s 
granddaughter Chelsea Gorman.
Originally from Texas, Swan 
joined a journalism program with the 
Army after two years of college at 
Howard Payne University and later 
returned to school and graduated 
with a degree in English.
He moved to San Jose with his 
wife, Laura, where he started teaching 
journalism courses in reporting and 
editing and photojournalism as well as 
the yearbook class at SJSU in 1962.
During his 31 years at SJSU, three 
of Swan’s students went on to win 
Pulitzer Prizes.
Debbie Gorman, Swan’s daughter, 
said Swan was diagnosed with Type 
2 diabetes in his early 40s.
After having his legs amputated 
in the past four months and spend-
ing less than one month on dialysis, 
a kidney fi ltration process, Gorman 
said Swan decided to stop dialysis.
“The one thing he had left that he 
wanted was to get home,” she said 
referring to the months her father 
spent in the hospital. “He just needed 
to be here.”
Jim Noah, Swan’s best friend and 
former SJSU director of public rela-
tions, shared an offi ce in Dwight Ben-
tel Hall that he said was “the biggest 
offi ce either of us had ever had.”
Noah said Swan’s family and friends 
expected him to live only one or two 
weeks after he stopped dialysis.
“It was six weeks ago today (Jan. 
28) he had his last dialysis treatment,” 
Noah said. “The important thing is 
that he was home. He had been away 
from home for 10 months — going 
home really gave him a lift of spirit.”
Debbie Gorman, Swan’s daughter, 
said he was surrounded by his family 
all weekend, including Dwight Ben-
tel, founder of SJSU’s school of jour-
nalism in 1934, who visited Swan on 
Sunday before he died.
“We had a whole extra month,” 
she said, “which was great for him 
and for us.”
Noah said that given the circum-
stances of Swan’s condition, he was 
doing well until Thursday.
Gorman said the additional time 
allowed her father to see his family 
and many of his former students and 
colleagues.
“Lasting as long as he did gave 
a lot of people a chance to tell them 
how much he cared about them,” 
Noah said.
Swan had enjoyed the constantly 
busy house and all of his visitors dur-
ing the past six weeks, Gorman said.
“We spent half our lives together,” 
Noah said. “I’m going to miss that 
old man.”
Students interested in learning 
how to eat a healthy diet without 
emptying their bank accounts can 
stop by the Student Union today for 
the annual Nutrition Fair from 10 
a.m. until 2 p.m.  
Members of the Nutrition Educa-
tion Action Team, a group of senior 
and graduate students specializing 
in nutrition education and outreach, 
will be displaying 15 interactive 
booths where students can learn how 
to prepare cheap, healthy food. 
The event is part of this year’s 
“Cheap, Fast & Healthy” theme, 
said Luisa Garret, the team’s out-
reach coordinator.  The theme, she 
said, was developed in direct re-
sponse to student evaluations at last 
year’s fair.  
“Students had a perceived barrier 
to making healthy food choices,” 
Garrett said, adding that both cost 
and convenience were primary fac-
tors when it came to students not 
eating healthy.     
“Whenever I think of healthy, 
I think of organic food,” said J.D. 
Biddle, a senior Japanese major. 
“But then organic food is really 
expensive. It’s actually cheaper for 
me to drive to the store than buy a 
meal.” He added that even though 
he lives on campus, he usually eats 
elsewhere.   
“We want students to know that 
eating healthy is possible,” said Jen-
nifer Waldrop, a campus dietician 
and co-organizer of the fair. 
She said she hopes it will “moti-
vate” students to eat healthy as well 
as give them practical ideas for do-
ing so.  
At the fair, students can test their 
Body Mass Index, learn about com-
mon nutrition myths and learn where 
to fi nd healthy food on campus.   
The Sports Club and SJSU’s 
physical therapy program will also 
provide information on healthy 
weight management and physi-
cal activity, as well as directions 
to various resources available on 
campus.  
Students can also enter a raffl e to 
win an iPod Shuffl e, a slow cooker 
and gift certifi cates to Spartan Shops.
One of the goals of the fair, Gar-
rett said, is to show students that 
there are healthy foods on campus. 
She added adding that one of most 
common complaints she hears is 
that there’s nothing healthy to eat 
on campus.  The problem, she says, 
is that some students just may not 
know where to look or even what to 
look for.  
“(Healthy foods) are there, but 
they’re defi nitely more expensive, 
and they are not in prominent plac-
es,” said Marjorie Freedman, an 
assistant professor of nutrition and 
food science and graduate adviser to 
the Nutrition Educa-
tion Action Team.  
On campus, 
healthy foods are 
often “dwarfed by 
the great number of 
non-healthy foods,” 
she said.
“Typically, fruit 
salads are defi nitely 
going to be more 
expensive than a 
sandwich or maybe 
a piece of pizza, and 
I think that’s problematic,” Freed-
man said, adding that since the cost 
of such foods are already expensive, 
it would be easier for students if they 
were “at least the same cost.”
“When I started going to school 
here, I was like, ‘Oh my God, 
food,’” said Kayla Magat, a fresh-
man nursing major.  “There was like 
all this food I didn’t know about,” 
she said, adding that after a while 
the cost of eating on campus started 
to add up.
“It gets expensive,” she said.
The availability of healthy al-
ternatives, however, doesn’t mean 
students are going to choose those 
foods, Freedman said. 
“We also have to change our at-
titudes toward it,” she said.
“They spend a 
lot of money on 
things and then say, 
‘Oh, I can’t afford 
to eat healthy,’ but 
they’ve just spent 
$3 buying a frap-
puccino,” Freed-
man said.
“ S o m e t i m e s 
things can be so 
hectic that you have 
to just grab and 
go,” said Courtney 
Mierop, a freshman forensic science 
major. 
Mierop said she thinks more 
about convenience than her health 
when it comes to choosing food.
Last fall, Freedman conducted 
a survey of all incoming freshman 
to study students’ attitudes toward 
food as well as their eating behav-
iors.  She received more than 900 
responses and recently completed a 
similar survey of faculty and staff.
Freedman said the respondents 
answered that they would like to 
see change with more healthful op-
tions on campus, less fried foods 
and different “points of purchase” 
because on-campus eateries can get 
congested, according to some of the 
respondents.   
Her study is part of a larger cam-
puswide initiative promoting nutri-
tion and health awareness on campus 
called Healthy San Jose State 2010.  
“Our goal is really to increase 
awareness about healthy eating and 
really change behaviors,” Freed-
man said, adding that the long-
term goals of this initiative include 
changing institutional policies so 
there will be more places on cam-
pus to get healthy, less expensive 
food — and that people will start 
gravitating toward these options 
more frequently.
“People are very overwhelmed 
with changing their entire life, and I 
don’t think that they need to do that,” 
said Freedman, who also said she 
believes “making small changes” is 
the key to signifi cant change.
“Why shouldn’t you have a piece 
of candy?  Why shouldn’t you have 
a piece of pizza?” she said. “Hon-
estly, nobody’s going to live on just 
carrots and oranges.”
By KATE TAYLOR
Staff  Writer
By KRISTIN FURTADO
Senior Staff  Writer
”
(Healthy foods) are 
there, but they’re 
defi nitely more 
expensive ...
MARJORIE FREEDMAN
Assistant professor of nutrition 
and food science
“
Nutrition fair promotes eating healthy for the not-so wealthy
Joe Swan dedicated 
life to journalism 
program, others
See QUEST, page 2
See SPORTS, back page. 
“Should SJSU halt 
animal testing?”
See the video at theSpartanDaily.com. See OPINION, page 5. 
TOURNEY TIMEBLOOD POLICY: 
THE FDA NEEDS 
TO STEP IT UP
Both basketball teams tip off  
in New Mexico today. Students answer online. 
A photo of former SJSU photojournal-
ism professor Joe Swan in the 1960s.
down and watched the screening 
of writer/director Charles Oliver’s 
“Take,” a somber tale with its 
crosshairs on your heartstrings 
about a chance encounter between 
two strangers.
“What always compelled me was 
the idea of two strangers coming 
together and their lives completely 
change,” Oliver said.
Minnie Driver and Jeremy Renner, 
he said, worked for a fraction of 
their usual take for movies.
“They didn’t do it for the money,” 
Oliver said.
Oliver said he wrote the script in 
such a way that it wouldn’t have a 
clear time or place set.  He said he 
hoped this would allow the audience 
to choose the setting: It could be set 
anywhere and any time during the 
past 10 years.
To ensure that the prison 
sequences were accurate, Oliver 
said he actually visited San Quentin 
State Prison in Marin County for a 
few days and sat down in the death 
chamber.
“It was pretty heavy but 
powerful,” said Ricardo Diaz, a San 
Jose man. “It was a great movie.”
San Jose woman Marina 
Kazlovskaja agreed. 
“I really liked it that one moment 
changes both of their lives,” she 
said.
Kelly Winger, 27, an SJSU 
alumnus who has been to the past 
seven Cinequest fi lm festivals, said 
it tugged at her heartstrings. 
“I think I need to cry myself to 
sleep,” she said.
Not everyone was so impressed, 
though. 
Alexis Walters, a 28-year-old 
marriage-family therapist, said that 
although she liked the fi lm overall, 
it dragged in some parts.
“Such a depressing theme,” 
Walters said. “It was shot well.”
Willie Lyster, a 37-year-old 
appliance technician, went even 
further, saying the fi lm was a bit 
predictable.
“In the fi rst 20 minutes, you know 
what’s going to happen,” he said.
Throughout the fi lm festival, 
though, reactions were positive.
Chet Thomas, producer of the movie 
“Take,” called the 2008 Cinequest 
“the most organized fi lm festival — 
except for one in Germany.”
Thomas went on to explain that 
the German festival was actually 
too organized.
Winger said she loved the spirit 
of the event.
“It brings San Jose to life for a 
week and a half,” she said.
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EMPLOYMENT
AUTISM PROGRAM FOR 
TODDLERS Immediate open-
ings for FT & PT Early In-
terventionists in South Bay 
home-visiting program for 
toddlers diagnosed with au-
tism. Strong preference for 
applicants with bilingual Eng-
lish / Spanish speaking skills, 
however this is not required. 
Primary responsibilities are to 
provide empirically based in-
terventions to young children 
(18 mos. to 3 years) with au-
tism and similar disabilities that 
will facilitate inclusion into the 
least restrictive environment. 
Opportunities for cross-train-
ing, working with experienced 
PTs, OTs, S-LPs and other in-
fant educators. Ongoing train-
ing is provided, however only 
experienced candidates will be 
considered. Send resume with 
cover to jobs@esba.org or fax 
to Easter Seals Bay Area, 510-
444-2340. Questions? Contact 
HR: 510-835-2131 x104. Visit 
www.eastersealsbayarea.org 
for more info regarding our 
programs for children and 
adults with disabilities. 
$$ GOT SPERM? $$ -Palo 
Alto. Up to $1100/ month. 
MEN wanted for California 
Cryobank’s sperm donor pro-
gram. APPLY ONLINE: www. 
SPERMBANK.co
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party 
rental business. Perfect for 
students. Earn up to $250 ev-
ery weekend. Must have reli-
able truck or van. Heavy lifting 
is required. 408 292-7876
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FAC-
TORY We are currently hiring 
for P/ T positions. We offer a 
great working environment 
with day & evening shifts for 
responsible & energetic peo-
ple. Apply in person 2:30 to 
4:00 Wed-Fri. We are located 
in San Pedro Square 
UNDERCOVER 
SHOPPERS
Earn up to $70 per day. Un-
dercover Shoppers needed to 
judge retail and dining estab-
lishments. EXP. Not RE. CALL 
800-722-4791
ATTENTION SPARTANS Wel-
come back! Are you looking for 
part-time/ full-time work to help 
you get through the school se-
mester? Well, look no further. 
Corinthian Parking Services 
is looking for valet parking at-
tendants for our local shop-
ping malls, hotels and private 
events. We will work around 
your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
* Valid California Class C li-
cense
* Current DMV printout
* Responsible, well-groomed 
and punctual.
* EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call Kyle 
408-981-5894 or Rick 408-
593-9612 for an interview. 
BE YOUR 
OWN BOSS
Financial company is looking 
for self-motivated and disci-
plined students to work as little 
or as much as they like. You 
are provided with leads and 
if you are a closer you could 
make thousands. No experi-
ence required.   
Please call 877 997-2473.
             
ARE YOU READY TO CUT 
THROUGH THE CROWD? To 
stand out? To show the “real 
world” what you’re made of? 
*****************************  
An Internship with VECTOR 
can offer you REAL pay, fl ex-
ibility, and opportunities for 
advancement. No cubicle, 
no copy machine. Just the 
chance to earn professional 
experience in a rewarding en-
vironment that offers you the 
fl exibility you need and the res-
posnsibilty you deserve.   
 Watch for us on-campus 
throughout the semester, or 
CALL 866-1100 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
www.workforstudents.com/ 
sjsu
***************************** 
DAYCARE TEACH-
ERS AND AIDES
Action Day Primary Plus seek-
ing Infant, Toddler, and Pre-
school Teachers and Aides. 
F/ T and P/ T positions avail-
able. Substitute positions are 
also available that offer fl exible 
hours. ECE units are required 
for teacher positions but not 
req. for Aide and Day Care po-
sitions. Excellent opportunity 
for Child Development majors. 
Please call Shawna for an in-
terview at 247-6972 or fax re-
sume to 248-7350.
PRINT MODELS Creative 
glamor and art models (F) 
needed for top-quality natural-
light photos. Pay/trade. Will 
train. Call with experience and 
fee info. (408)247-8779 
COLLEGE STUDENTS: We 
pay up to $75 per survey.
www. GetPaidToThink.com 
LIFEGUARDS WANTED! 
Easter Seals seeks lifeguards, 
swim instructors & aquatic spe-
cialists for heated, indoor pool 
in San Jose (Bascom & Moor-
park). Flexible hours/ days 
available, Mon-Sat. Must have 
current: lifeguard certifi cate 
and CPR/ First Aid with Title 
22. Send resume and cover 
letter via email to jobs@esba.
org, or fax to 408-275-9858. 
$11 to 13.25+/ hour, DOE. Call 
Tiago for more info, (408)295-
0228 
NANNY/SITTER NEEDED 
after school for 6th grade girl. 
Reliable, enthusiastic, w/ car 
& gd driving record. Approx 3 
days/ wk incl Wed, near Aborn/ 
San Felipe Rd. Pls email info 
about you & to set up phone 
interview. ebwells@usa.net
SERVICES
NOTARY PUBLIC Downtown 
San Jose at 4th & St. John. 2 
blocks from campus. 115 N. 4th 
Street #125. 408-286-2060 
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove Vi-
rus Bring this AD for 10% OFF 
(408)469-5999 
CLASSIFIED AD RATE 
INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  Each 
letter, number, punctuation mark, and 
space is formatted into an ad line.  The 
first line will be set in bold type and 
upper case for no extra charge up to 
20 spaces.  A minimum of three lines 
is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-
weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED 
AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  
$25.00 
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE 
AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS 
ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.  • 
NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED 
ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ 
consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% 
discount.  Ads must be placed in 
person in DBH 209 from 10 am 
to 3pm  STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  
Rate applies to student’s individual 
ads only.  Not intended for 
businesses and/or other persons. 
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied.  The 
classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the 
newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses 
for additional information.  Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should 
require complete information before sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should carefully investigate 
all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise. 
    
    Need a Roommate?
    Need a Job?
    Need a Roommate
    with a Job?
                             
     Spartan Daily 
        Classifi eds
 
Continued from page 1
QUEST Festival gets positive reactions
-“Autism: the Musical” 
earned best documentary 
feature
-“Mamitas” won best 
student short fi lm 
- “Centigrade” won best 
narrative short fi lm
-“It’s Better If Gabriela 
Doesn’t Die” won best fi rst 
feature 
Notable winners of the night
Photographs for the March 10 article titled “Cloudy nature of Tower 
Hall’s plank-chair debunked” incorrectly credited Kate Taylor as the 
photographer. Andrea Frainier should have been credited for having taken 
the article’s photographs on pages 1 and 3. Frainier and Sarrah Nguyen 
also should have been credited for having contributed to the article.
CORRECTION
“ What always compelled me 
was the idea of two strangers 
coming together and their 
lives completely change.
CHARLES OLIVER
Writer/ director of “Take”
”
JAMES JEFFREY / SPARTAN DAILY
Radio, television and fi lm majors and minors (from left to right) Chris 
Faulkner, Kathy Truong, Walter Talens, Hailey Laserna, Oscar Arguello 
and Jonathan White attended the Cinequest Film Festival closing night 
gala at Motif Restaurant and Club.
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They’re pounding each 
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And it’s pretty fascinating 
to watch.”
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Should SJSU allow animal testing on campus? 
I stare out of the window, any window (as I am 
wont to do). I wish I were somewhere else (as I am also 
wont to do). I am alone (as I like it) when I realize this 
compulsion.
I like the solitude of being in my own head. 
Nevertheless, sometimes the silence — the thoughts, 
too — become so loud that they both, in duplicitous har-
mony, contribute to my restlessness. And I am restless. 
I feel it. Can’t shake it. And, no, I am not nervous, 
though I do feel jittery. My mind just won’t let me rest. 
Ever, really.
Lately, my unresting mind has taken to defi ning the 
depth of the word “passion.” (I suppose this explains 
my haggard look — consequently, this has become my 
signature look.) 
In mind is a saying from Blaise Pascal, a French 
philosopher.
He quoth: “Clarity of mind means clarity of passion, 
too: This is why a great and clear mind loves ardently 
and sees distinctly what he loves.”
Insert long and thoughtful pause here while I think 
of all the things I can see clearly. I like many things but 
love few things. 
After a few moments of deep thinking I come up 
with these: my books and dictionary, traveling, build-
ings and baseball. (Though I have a feeling this isn’t 
exactly what Pascal was talking about.) 
He wasn’t referring to material things — tangible, 
touchable — but, rather, those immeasurable things that 
embrace and truly elevate our soul to the great things 
we envision.
I conclude this: Passion, a fairly hollow word, is 
truly a noble and grandiose idea, which, when explored 
fully, should lead your soul to heights of satisfaction 
and fulfi llment.
However, my Internet-generation contemporaries 
have hijacked this beautiful idea of passion. 
It has become a word I often hear used fl ippantly 
in reference to things people are, er ... mildly affection-
ate about.
I hear them say they are passionate about Starbucks, 
they are passionate about their new cell phone and golly, 
they are passionate about MySpace.
I decide that pop culture passion is a simile for many 
things.
Some use it to describe affection, amour, inspiration, 
excitement and infatuation. But passion, I must assert, 
isn’t a word that should be used nonchalantly.
Your deepest passions are hidden inside your core; 
you don’t want to say them out loud. The spoken sound 
of them is scary. As humans, we feel vulnerable when 
we share our passions. The world is cruel.
We fear that we will taint them, diminish them some-
how, by allowing them to fall on indifferent ears (at least 
I do). And so, our passions often remain secret. 
A foe challenged that passions contribute to personal 
growth. (This I accepted, but rebutted that he research 
the defi nition of “personal.”)
To clarify, passions certainly contribute to personal 
growth; I just wonder how personal that growth can be 
if you are sharing it with everyone.
I don’t mind sharing that when I was younger I genu-
inely thought I loved the Power Rangers. Now I choose 
to be my own hero.
I don’t mind sharing that when I was a teen I wor-
shipped Michael Jordan. I now realize, I, too, can be 
like Mike.
I don’t even mind sharing that, now, I am pas-
sionate about passion itself, which manifests itself in 
many ways. By continuously being passionate about some-
thing — anything of worth — I never cease to grow. 
But press me for specifi cs as I stare out of the win-
dow, and hell if I tell you. But maybe, if I’m lucky, 
you’ll leave with a restless mind, too, and we’ll come to 
the same conclusion anyway.
After years of meeting and hearing about 
clueless men, I’ve come to the conclusion 
that no man knows a thing about women.
And it’s not like we women are hard to 
fi gure out. It’s that men are bad listeners.
So here’s to hoping you men are good at 
reading: A very-shortened list of things men 
don’t know about women.
1. We think it’s cute that your moods 
match the outcomes of football games. Just 
don’t let it ruin our moods.
2. We want you to like our moms. We will, 
after all, turn out just like them. But please 
don’t remind us.
3. When we ask why you didn’t make us 
a card, it means we want you to make us a 
card.
4. We’re really not all that surprised when 
you say something stupid.
5. We love it when you clean up after 
yourselves. It means we won’t have to do it 
for you.
6. We go to the bathroom in pairs so we 
can talk about you.
7. We know everything. Oh, wait, you al-
ready knew that.
8. We know you don’t like to fold clothes. 
We just like to hear you say you can’t do it.
9. We want you to plan the next date. And 
please come up with something other than 
“dinner and a movie.”
10. If you plan to surprise us, make sure it 
goes through our sisters and best friends fi rst. 
And make sure surprise visits are convenient 
for the both of us.
11. We want you to care about the things 
we care about — no matter how stupid they 
may seem at the time.
12. When we say “yes,” most of the time 
we really mean “no.” And when you say 
“no,” we know that you really mean “yes.”
13. We think you’re telling the truth when 
you’re lying and we think you’re lying when 
you’re telling the truth.
14. When you make fun of us, you can ex-
pect to receive the silent treatment.
15. Just because some girls don’t mind 
when you fart or talk about farting, it doesn’t 
mean all girls don’t mind. Save it for your 
buddies.
16. We want you to defend us. We do it for 
you often enough.
17. No, we will not smell your armpits, 
socks or boxers.
18. If you can spend three hours washing 
and waxing your car, we’re pretty sure you 
can do the same for our cars.
19. If you’re going to let us win, at least let 
us think we did it fair and square.
20. Even if something isn’t heavy, we still 
want you to carry it.
21. When we say we want three kids, we 
don’t mean four, so grow up already.
22. We want you to bring an extra jacket 
for us, especially when we don’t have ones to 
match our outfi ts.
23. We may not be right all of the time, but 
when we’re wrong, please don’t shove it in 
our faces. You’ll be sorry.
24. No matter what, do not say anything 
bad about anyone in our families. Only we’re 
allowed to talk about them.
25. When you say you’ll do something, 
we actually expect you to do it.
26. We can see you staring. We’re not 
blind.
27. If you’re going to say “Sorry,” you’d 
better sound like you mean it.
28. When we cry, we expect you to just 
listen. And if you must talk, simply say, “It 
will all be OK.”
29. It’s only funny the fi rst time you wrap 
a gift in newspaper and duct tape. After that 
you’d better learn how to wrap for real.
30. You can ask us to stop talking, but that 
doesn’t mean we’ll be able to do it.
31. When you hear some juicy gossip, we 
expect you to tell us. Hey, we do the same 
for you.
32. We want you to drive. Just don’t drive 
us crazy. 
33. Sometimes even we don’t know why, 
but we love you anyway.
Discussion has arisen on a national level 
since SJSU President Don Kassing suspended 
blood drives on campus Jan 29. He said the 
FDA blood donation regulations that prohibit 
men who have had sex with men from donat-
ing blood is in violation of the university’s 
nondiscrimination policy.
An editorial in the San Jose Mercury News 
stated that Kassing, “picked the wrong prior-
ity” and that he “should support the blood 
banks’ campaign to change the rules — but by 
means other than putting neighbors at risk.”
So, either the FDA’s policy cheats the 
blood supply or keeps it safe. Either it dis-
criminates against gay men or thoughtfully 
prevents disease transmission. Either way, 
isn’t it worth looking into?
The FDA policy is old. It is based on old 
research. Newer research is needed.
That’s why Kassing and Vice President 
Larry Carr met with the agency’s offi cials at 
FDA headquarters in Washington, D.C., last 
week. They hoped to sway the judgment on 
the issue and incite new research that would 
provide scientifi c reasoning for changing the 
policy.
The agency’s offi cials responded by 
saying that it isn’t up to the agency to do 
the research. 
The FDA leaves that up to private science 
organizations and then bases its policies on 
that private research. That seems to be a good 
enough excuse, but still, it’s an excuse.
The FDA may not have the people or re-
sources needed to revisit this matter, but it 
can certainly urge one of the many science 
labs around the country to embark on such a 
study. Does the agency really sit around wait-
ing for calls from private scientists to provide 
research? It seems unlikely.
According to its Web site, the FDA con-
ducted a workshop in 2006 to evaluate its 
policy, and the workshop failed to provide 
evidence showing that blood donated by 
men who have had sex with men is as safe as 
blood donated by other accepted donors.
All donated blood is tested for HIV. But 
there’s also a three-month window in which 
blood could be tainted by HIV without that 
showing up in the test. The FDA is willing 
to take that risk with the straight community, 
but not with gay men.
Unfortunately, no one would make any 
money off this type of research, so there is no 
motivation for private science organizations 
to delve into the topic. And if the FDA went 
after new research, that would cost money 
— money that would need to come from the 
federal budget. 
No matter what, “the FDA would change 
this policy only if supported by scientifi c 
data showing that a change in policy would 
not present a signifi cant and preventable risk 
to blood recipients,” according to an except 
from its Web site.
The word “signifi cant” in this context is 
murky and raises the question, “What consti-
tutes signifi cant?” One percent? Ten percent? 
Fifty?
Carr said Reps. Mike Honda, Zoe Lofgren 
and Sam Farr are currently drafting a letter to 
the FDA asking it to review its policy. 
Sen. Barbara Boxer has also said she may 
write a similar letter.
This issue is about to enter a political 
arena, and now is the time that congressio-
nal representatives need to know where the 
people stand.
Here’s the information you need:
Mike Honda
Washington, D.C., Offi ce: 1713 Long-
worth HOB, Washington, D.C., 20515. 
phone: 202- 225-2631, fax: 202-225-2699
Campbell Offi ce: 1999 S. Bascom 
Ave., Suite 815, Campbell, CA 95008, 
phone: 408-558-8085, fax: 408-558-8086, 
toll free district phone: 888-643-4715 
Zoe Lofgren
Washington, D.C., Offi ce: 102 Cannon 
HOB, Washington, D.C., 20515, phone: 202-
225-3072, fax: 202-225-3336
San Jose Offi ce: 635 N. First St., Suite B, 
San Jose, CA 95112, phone: 408-271-8700, 
fax: 408-271-8713
Sam Farr
Washington, D.C., Offi ce: 1221 Long-
worth House, Offi ce Building, Washington, 
D.C., 20515, phone: 202-225-2861, fax: 202-
225-6791 
Salinas Offi ce: 100 W. Alisal St., Salinas, 
CA 93901, phone: 831-424-2229, fax: 831-
424-7099
Santa Cruz Offi ce: 701 Ocean St., Room 
318, Santa Cruz, CA 95060, phone: 831-429-
1976
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“Positively Pessimistic” appears every 
Tuesday. Felicia Ann Aguinaldo is a Spartan 
Daily copy editor.
33 things men just don’t get, and this is the short list
We’re really not all that 
surprised when you say 
something stupid.
Looking for a little clarity of passion
Passion, I must assert, 
isn’t a word that
should be used nonchalantly.
Editorials are written by and are the 
consensus of the Spartan Daily editors, not 
the staff writers.
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FDA blood drive policy needs to be re-evaluated
Does the agency really sit 
around waiting for calls 
from private scientists 
to provide research?
It seems unlikely.
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Basketball 
teams gear up 
for tournament
Don’t let the record fool you.
Despite a regular season with 
two wins and two seniors on the 
roster, the San Jose State women’s 
basketball team has the potential 
to surprise teams at the WAC tour-
nament with its young talent. 
First year head coach Pam 
DeCosta said there are no spe-
cifi c goals for the Spartans in the 
tournament, just a need to outplay 
opponents. 
“All we’re looking for is to go 
down there and play hard,” she 
said.
Although the Spartans have 
struggled to fi nd consistency on 
offense — ranking at the bottom 
of nearly every offensive category 
in the WAC — DeCosta said that 
doing well is about wanting it and 
working for it.
Success at the tournament isn’t 
entirely out of the picture, though. 
Junior point guard Natalie White is 
ranked third in the WAC in scoring: 
16.1 points per game and averag-
ing 5.8 rebounds per game. White 
leads the conference in free-throw 
percentage at 81.7 percent. She 
also led the conference in minutes, 
averaging just over 36 a game.
The Spartans also have the 
conference assist leader in senior 
Brittany Imaku with just over four 
assists per game. She wouldn’t 
rule out the team just because of 
its record and lack of consistency.
“Anything can happen. There’s 
a lot of Cinderella stories,” Imaku 
said. “This might happen for us.”
White and Imaku’s play are 
essential to any hope for the 
Spartan’s success. 
Their performances on the of-
fensive side of the ball will dictate 
whether SJSU has any chance of 
advancing in the tournament. 
Even so, a lot still has to break 
their way for the Spartans to even 
advance past their fi rst round op-
ponent.
The Spartans are young, with 
only two players graduating at the 
end of the season. 
If players like freshmen Christine 
Martin, Sayja Sumler and Emily 
Nichols, and sophomore Brittany 
Powell contribute during the tourna-
ment for the Spartans like they did 
for brief moments in the regular 
season, they could make any tourna-
ment game competitive.
Freshman guard Sumler echoed 
DeCosta’s mantra a committed work 
ethic during the tournament.
“We’ve been working hard,” she 
said. “I know our record doesn’t 
show it.”
That hard work, however, came 
in glimpses for SJSU. Freshman 
guard Emily Nichols is among the 
WAC’s best in 3-point percentage, 
averaging 39 percent. 
DeCosta’s rebuilding efforts in 
her fi rst year did not result in as 
many wins as her team had ex-
pected, but with a youthful team, the 
only direction the Spartans can go 
is up.
“Our freshmen and sophomores 
got a lot of playing time and a lot 
of game experience,” DeCosta said. 
“They are going to be able to get 
better this spring and help all the 
new players learn the new system; 
the things we want to do and what 
we want to be about.”
For now, it’s just a matter of 
outworking opponents.
The SJSU men’s basketball team 
has turned things around this season, 
posting its most wins since the 
2000-01 season, when it won 14 
games. But the Spartans no longer 
control their own destiny going into 
the Western Athletic Conference 
Tournament in Las Cruces, N.M.
“We’re going to the WAC Tour-
nament whether we’re the fi rst seed 
or the ninth seed,” said head coach 
George Nessman after the Spartans 
lost to Boise State on Feb 28. “And 
we intend on winning games while 
we’re down there.”
Nessman said the team isn’t 
focusing on where it enters the 
tournament. Instead, the focus is on 
winning as many basketball games 
at it can.
Out of the top fi ve teams in the 
conference, SJSU has defeated Ne-
vada and Utah State and has played 
close games against Hawaii, with 
one game decided in overtime and 
the other decided in the last seconds 
of regulation. SJSU’s home losses 
versus New Mexico State and Boise 
State were within two points and four 
points, respectively. 
“We know we can go into the 
WAC Tournament and play with 
anybody and beat anybody,” said 
freshman guard Justin Graham after 
the Spartans’ home game against 
Boise State. “We feel real confi dent 
we can go in there and win it.”
Graham leads the Spartans in 
points per game with 11.7 and also 
leads the team in assists and steals. 
He missed fi ve games in January 
and February with an injury to his 
elbow and was held to four points in 
each of his fi rst three games back. 
Since then, he has scored in double-
digits in each game. 
“He’s just a very, very heady 
player that I’m not looking forward 
to seeing for the next three years,” 
said Boise State head coach Greg 
Graham about SJSU player Justin 
Graham on Feb. 28. “He’s a quality 
WAC point guard.”
If the Spartans fi nish as the 
eighth seed, they will be matched 
up against Louisiana Tech, who will 
fi nish the season at ninth. 
In their fi rst game against Loui-
siana Tech this season on Feb. 16, 
the Spartans held the Bulldogs to 32 
percent shooting from the fl oor on 
their way to a 71-61 victory.
The Spartans have four players 
averaging double fi gures in scoring 
and junior guard DaShawn Wright 
not far off with an average of 9.7 
points per game. 
The last time a San Jose State 
team fi nished a season with four 
players averaging double-fi gures in 
scoring was 1998-99. The only time 
the Spartans fi nished a season with 
fi ve players averaging double-fi g-
ures in scoring was 1974-75. 
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SJSU men’s team looks 
to avenge regular-season defeats
By TOMMY WRIGHT
Staff  Writer
Lady Spartans in search of 
fresh start in New Mexico 
By JOHN HORNBERG
Staff  Writer
   The Spartans take the 
court beginning with the womenʼs 
game versus the University of 
Idaho at 5 p.m. MST. The men hit 
the ﬂ oor at 7:30 p.m. MST against 
Louisiana Tech University.
WAC Tournament basketball outlook:
Spartan Sports Trivia
Answers will appear in Wednesday’s edition of the Spartan Daily.
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When was the last time the men’s basketball team appeared
in the NCAA Tournament? Who did they play?
